
Coast to Coast Volunteerism 
San Pedro, Calif. Energy, enthusiasm and consistent 

hard work have brought the FAMILY MATTERS 

initiative, based in the Volunteer Center of South Bay, 

to the community. Partnerships with civic 

organizations, schools, governmental agencies and 

nonprofits have yielded a new pocket park, filled 

boxes in a food drive and provided decorations in the 

Improvement District for the holidays. Long-term 

projects included families entertaining at nursing 

homes. A new partnership with VFW and its Ladies 

Auxiliary and Telephone Pioneers of America 

volunteers also has helped beautify the local 

community. 

Green Bay, Wis. The Volunteer Center of Brown 

County has organized a wide variety of family 

volunteering activities: assembling kits for the 

Einstein Project, which promotes science education; 

performing chores at a local museum; participating 

in the Salvation Army's Feed the Kids program; 

providing temporary respite for mothers staying with 

their children at the Family Violence Center; and 

performing a variety of services at Brown County 

public libraries. Its partnership with VFW Post 7534 

and Ladies Auxiliary is very strong and active. A letter 

writing program to the troops in Kosovo, "Tell Them 

You Care," was very successful. 

Jacksonville, Aa. This center has developed a 

strategic plan that involves FAMILY MATTERS. It has a 

database of 50 ~gencies and 100 families engaged 

in family-specific opportunities. Volunteers work with 

the Jacksonville community and military bases in the 

area. They formed a partnership with VFW and 

Ladies Auxiliary District 6 to clean a children's 

residential facility. New strategies include having 

volunteers complete evaluations after activities and 

combining the Presidential Youth Leadership grant 

with FAMILY MATTERS programming in a low-income 

community. 



Seven Benefits of 
Volunteering 
• Strengthens the family 
• Helps indlviduals and the community 

• Develops team building 

• Promotes positive values 

Provides role modeling 

• Gives children insight into communities 

• Instills importance of service-related work 
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A Dozen Volunteer Ideas 
Visit a local nursing home or hospital 

Deliver meals, gifts and blankets to shelters 

• Staff water tables at a walk-a-thon 

• Clean up a park. plant trees and flowers, adopt a 

highway 

Clean up a playground or walking trail 

• Organize a food or diaper drive 

• Help at a recycling center 

• Bathe animals and help clean an animal shelter 

• Sort, pack. label and restock food Items for a food 

pantry 

• Prepare or serve meals for a shelter or 

community kitchen 

• Repair home of a low-Income or elderly family 

• Recruit blood donors by telephone 
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