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azed to develop connections between life in the school and that in the
Cnunity 1y g recarring theme n educational lierature. Of the many
cr+iordoing this. rne of the more prominent is experiential learning or

- Within the experiential learning concept, one variation which has
d a good deul of attention is vouth participation programs or
caninienice projects {Olsen 1946; National Society [or the Study of
conon 1933 Hornack 19747 Coleman 1974 National Commission on
sz fur Youth 1974). Such programs involve the active engagement
coinoauminnn to improve local communities, and while these
,' -zied out under the auspices of any communitv agency.
=12 oonose sponsored by the school. Specific projects might
oo sarveys ol community attitudes, making recommenda-
o enstonmental problems, and helping older prrsons and
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. -xamiples of community service projects have been reported
. inz i-33 Aronstein and Olsen 1974; National Commission of
S-outees for Youth 1974 Wigginton 1979). but to date there has been little
-—arch on the effectiveness of these kinds of programs. What evidence is
Lible suzgests that community service projects are elfective in helping
~1th psvehological, social, and intellectual development (Goody-
1933 Hedin and Conrad 1980). Studies of the effecis of such
 hawever, have generally involved assessment of student outcomes
< immediately following the project. While such studies offer _
Dot data the real effectiveness of community service projects would LS
~re likelv be demonstrated after students have left school and have '
Lertanities to participate in community affairs as adults. Furthermore,
wrsuanston’ effects (e.g., influence of community service projects on
uddess which are long term dilfer from immediate effects both guan-
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ticitvely and qualitarively; thos comprehensive evaluagion requines lotig-
term s well as short-term stady (Campbell and Suanley 1963),

The present tescarch was undertaken 1o explore methodological
comstderations and o her dac thag might suggest diteciions fon finihe
teseize b on ihe strengsh of conununity service project effeas considered
over time. Within this context, a study was conducted which attempied (o
examine the attitudes and experiences of adults who had participated ina
particular community service projeet program during the years 1915 1o
1919 and to compare these o attitudes and expertences of same-year
wradiates who had not participated in such a program. Since the study was
carticd outin 1979, it wis separated rom the actual program by a period of
thitty or more years. For this reason, it was fraught with difficulties in
design and implementation, Such difficulties included reconstructing the
original program, identifying students who had participated in the
program, and gathering information from enough participanis to support
directional hypotheses. In the end, the tatter proved to be a prablem in tha
the responsive population constituted a retatively low percentage of the
potentianl simaple. Thus results of the exploritory study must be viewed
with caution, Nevertheless, the study was undertaken in the hope of
fing wp evidence that would wanrant lother investipation. e s
described Tire i tenms of reconstiaction of e origial proprom,
wethodoloey, resalts, andd, Tinally, siggested hypotheses and methodolog -

iGH recommenadations.

Reconstructing the Program

The initial phase of the research centered on an attempt at comprehensive
reconstuction of the original community service project. A brief descrip-
tion of the project was found in Developing the Secondary School
Curricnlun (Leonard 1960), and attempls were made to verify its accuracy
and add o the desaription, Interviews with local citizens and prolessionals
who had lived and-or taught in (he community during the 1945-1919
period were conducted to ascertain personal recollections. These proved
maostly sketchy except insofar as identifying the nne of one reachen
imolved. In the hope that Leonard may have ovignedby acead ol the
progtam  in prolessional jourals, the Current Didex to Jowrnaly i
Edvcation was rescarched using that teacher's name as aoreberence. Several
relerences were found (e.g., Moore and Walker 1951 Walker 1951), TThewe
sources provided more complete descriptions of the o as well e
several names of other teachers invelved. Finally, one toacher Brons H
original group was located inamother seopiplne oo wndvoni o d
Telephone conversations aad cotresponbon o ahebe Loy b
again provided only sketchy recolboomon, bt did oo et b e
document deserihing the poginn’s puapeoses ol opeanioan hovacon 1D
and 101 Mome and Walker 19195 s Has addinose ool descnptions
nusde 1 subsequent years (18321956, 1959, 1961\ scanch of Tocal school
Boarl minures also tarned up a desaipoive account of the program in its

Psrst year (LU 10-1810)0 1 1Iese GioCunieisy, g Wil Juulong ai i s,
newspaper accounts, and personal recollections, served not only as
verificiion of the progrant’s existence, butalso as curvieulum artifacs for
identifying objectives and activinies,

Finally, it was learned that the graduates of the class of "9 were holding
a reantion, and it was hoped that the event might he used 10 gather
additional information about the program. For this purpose, one of the
rescarchers who was eraployed by the district attended the reunion as an
invited guest. Ie was decided heforehand that the rescarcher would not
directly ask any of the alumni 1o recollect the program, but would instead
listen to conversations in which the community scrvice projects were
recollected. Fortunately, one such discussion was encountered, and the
rescarcher was able to ask simple clarifying questions such as “Which
teachers and students participated? ™ “What activities were involved?'" 'Thiy
incident yielded some helplul information, such as the fact that the
participating students were those in the classes of once particular eacher
and that accounts of project activities were written by students for the local
NewspPAper.

In sum, the curriculum reconstruction phase in this kind of research is
a complex matter, and standard cducanonal research inethodology oficrs
litle assisiance. The procedures and evenes deseribed were guided by
suggesiions lrom other ficlds typilficd by snch problems (e, Wilson 1970,
Kessler 1970 Thsu 1963). [n the end, the process may be Ttkened o that
which might be used by o detective in reconsiructing decade-old events
which are velated ad velevamt 1o a contemporary crinie {the detective
novels of Ross MacDonald are specilically illustrative),

Communaty Service Project Program (As Reconstructed)

The community service project that is the focus of this study was carried on
in a small Northeastern city. The city had a population of appreximately
17,000 in the carly 1940s and was expected to grow dramatically since it was
surrounded by oil-rich land. The previous development of the city had
been relatively haphazard; thus in 1945, the City Planning Commission
dectded that amaster plan should be developed 1o guide future development
as well as redevelopment. Fvidenty one member of (lei groap suggested
that the schaols be approached lor help in this endeavor. Thus, in the
sping of 195 the commission approached the bigh school sacial studies
departent, and plans were made o involve sentor students in development
of the ciry master plan,

Bevinning so 1915 and continning tor several vears thereafter many,
Lot ot ol twellh wvadere nndertonk o series of projects related to the
veoeder planthoughiiheir Problems of Democracy cownse (this course was
requared for that grade). ' The siudents who participaned hod two character-
Isties i common: they were grouped in the Uacdemic” or college
meparatory track and they had the same eacher, Pojeces undertaken by
the participating students were part of the ongoing crriculum of the



course. They included a survey of citizens regarding ideas {or the city’s
futures studies of, and 1ecommendations lor, and use, zoming ordinances,
tratffic patierning, stream and bridge placement; and development ol parks
and playgrounds. Tnaddition, the students developed an oviradlyelielmap
Jhowing their plan in detail, engaged s city dleimuip prajects, pripaied
newspaper articles about various phasesof the project, and made presenta-
tions 1o local government, civic, ad service groups,

As near as can be determined, the most substantive work took place
between 1945 and 1948, alihough the project and the continuing develop-
ment of the city continued to be a social studies topic at feast through 1959,
In fact. the report (“It Pays to Plan™) in its original and revised editions was
apparently used as a text in Problems of Democracy classes in the later
yeurs. Further, while the students involved were under the supervision of
only one teacher, other weachers were involved as resource persons, and
some portion of the “commumity sidy ™ concept undoubtedly carried over
into ¢ basses Qunn were not directly involved.

As noted earlier, community service projects may take many lorms, ol
which this was certainly one. FThe short-tenn objective wis 1o help in
development o the city master plan, bt the vatious documents gatheied
indicoted that those involved envisioned kuger purposes. Specifically, il
wits sugeested that graduaes be “missionarics ol planning.”” show interest
in community aflaivs, he ssmpathetic to the need forcitzen involvement i
conmmunity improvement, suud be volunteers lor CONMINLNIY  SCPVice
projects. The present study was undertaken to ascertain whether the aduli
lives of the graduates were characterized by those ideas.

The Exploratory Study

Studies of the relationship between adult characteristics and prior school
experiences might generally be done in one of three ways. The [irst type
involves longitudinal follow-up studies of graduates of particular kinds of
programs. In this case, onemight. for example, [ollow the praticipantsina
community service project from graduation through adulthwod, period
ically recording their experiences and attitudes, This wethod b ihe
obvions advintages of progrinu md graduate corintios. In addition he
artlvsis ol ditie oy provide statistical contol for events which el
supersede original attitudes (e.g. Conily or occupatiomal mthencor s
iese ocenr 11 subjects” Jives, This method, however, neay sudber Tionn
strrvivot bins (e.es, participantsdiaponttor homeabyecr bt ST NIE
et ol e stadv, Finably thiecaethod e e e ot b
deciston mething ot debate sinee rescne o el e e 1
towether before dataare avaibabibe iBalies and € oo g h

A secomd method i alves e anadvas ad crcconsetean ol o sl
progiam tecollections by adulis whohave partenfa ceeaceaistios b this
ciase, the resercher would, Tor example adenuby ol whose lives are
Chaiacterized by che patierns proposed necommunin seivice pnoject goals
aied sk hese persons toidentity the kinds of « hool expesiences they had o

which they thought might have influenced their present lives (hoping. of
course, that they might mention community service projects). This
method olfers the advantage ol sample certainty since only those persons
who actually demonstrite the desired characteristics would be included. In
addition, this method may offer the opportunity to gather data nonrcac-
tively since participants nced not know why they were chosen or that the
rescarcher is focusing on particular school program characteristics. On the
other hand, this method is open to serious question inasmuch as it hinges
upon subject retrospection, which is highly tenuous as a data source
(Yarrow, Campbell, and Barton 1970). In the end, the rescarch would need
to involve program reconstruction to verify recollections, an overwhelming
task if subjects are graduates of multiple schools.

A third method involves analysis of characteristics of adults who are
known to have participated in particular kinds of programs. In this case,
graduates of a community service program are swudied at some time
alterward to ascertain whether their lives are characterized by the goals of
the original program. If program reconstruction is done carefully, this
method offers the advamage of a strong degree of program and graduate
certainty and, like the second method, nonreactive datacoliection, Inother
words, the rescarcher may focus on known graduates of a specific program
and proceed to gather data without risking response bias. This method
differs [rom the first (longitudinal) in that it is a cross-scctional technique,
is done once rather than periodically, and may be done on the basis of a
program that was planned without {ollow-up investigation in mind. The
third method, however, may be disadvantaged by the lack of control for
intervening influential experiences. On the other hand, it may be applied
as time and circumstances warrant, that is, when there is a need 1o offer data
to expedite decisions about the desirability of certain types of proposed
programs, particularly if long-term longitudinal data are not available.
The present study is of this third type and is offered as an exploratory
sample of its use. Broader consideration will be given 1o methodological
issues in this type of study later in the article.

POPULATION

The population used in this study fell into three groups. The first group
comsisted of those persons who had participated in the community serviee
project during the years 19451949, The second group consisted of persons
who graduated from the same school diving the same years, who were also
in the “acadenue tack, bt who did not proticipate in the project since
they were issipied o teacher other thian the one divectly involved in the
prosject e thivd mioup consisted of persons who gradoated during the
s years o o high se ool Tocated i asimilar community which had
no community service progran. Fhe latter commnity was selected as a
comparison setting because its general geographic locaiion, population,
potential for oil-based growth, school enrollinent, uit other features were
essentially the same as those of the community iy which the service project
was carried on.



One problem in selecting graduates from the control seuting was that
the high school did not have a grouping track labeled “academic™ or
“college preparatory.”” This was resolved by computing the percentage o
senior stiwdents (in each vear} from the community project school who were
assigned 1o the academic track and then selecting an equal pereentage {for
cach vear) from the comparison school based on class rank. While it would
have been more convenient to have had “wrack™ information available, the
method used was relatively satisfactory, since those students selected for an
academic track are typically also those who are in the upper percentile of
class rank. '

Furthermore, from the total possible sample for each group a specific
population was identificd, namely those alumni who had moved away
from their respective communities, Persons who move to new communities
appear to he more likely 1o select and volunteer for participation in
community activities as a result of interest or skill (Sanders 1966; Barber
1974). On the other hand. those who remain in childhood communirtics
may participate as a result of others” expectations or encouragement, such
as family or friends (e.g.. joining an organization because a parent had
belonged 10 it). Since one purpose of the study at hand was o determine
eventually whether the community service project was related to actual
adull participation in community activities, this final sample selection
pracedure was presumed to offer a more “severe” test of the hypothesis.

INSTRUMENTATION

In order to gather data from the sample, a questionmaire was developed.
The instrument was based upon the program purposes and consisted ol
(WO SeCTions.

(1) The first section included stalements periaining 1o community
service projeck concepts (¢.g.. " Schools can play a vital role inimproving
Jocal communities™). Subjects were asked to respond o cach using @
Likert-type scale (5 = strongly agree 1o 1 = strongly disagree).

(2) The sccond section consisted of two open-ended guestions. The
first asked'subjects to list office(s) held in formal commnmity orgamization.
{e.g.. service or civie). The second asked subiects to lise nonla nial
community organizations to which they had belonged (e, winl, on
environmental problems, improving community yecreation).

The instrument was mailed to subjecis with o cover deter fioan thn
university department indicating simply thata sonvey s b covrlo f
ol persons who graduated homarea bigheechos) b the T b
response woudd be greasthy appreciaied s de neiiment e b
only 10 a selected proup Gimonsnniy and il nbaliey vy ol
cuatanteed). Of the 16h subyects towhom the questionmane . wepe son, fro
(27.5%) retirned them, OF these, 36 were Tromn the comparison school, U
[rom community service project panticipants, and 56 lrom graduates of the
community service school who had notactually panticipated in the project.

REsvLrs

As noted carlier, the low questionnaire response rate constituted a
limitation of the sample study and thus the resulis must be viewed with
extieme caution. In the discussion which follows, the three groups
involved in the study will be designated as follows:

(A) Comparison group; graduates ol the school which had no
community service program (n = 46),

(B} Graduates of the school which had the community service program
and who participated in it {N = 26).

(Bs) Graduates of the community service program school who did not
actually participate in the program (N = 56).

The presentation of results is divided into two sections, one for cach of
the hypotheses examined in the study. Since the sample was relatively
small, it was decided that statistical analysis would be done at a descriptive
level. Furthermore, the purpose in reporting the results is not so much o
present a convincing argument in support of the hypotheses but rather to
demonstrate the need [or [urther research of this type. Hence, the
comparison of groups with regard to the hypotheses is reported in terms ol
frequencies, means, and pereentages of responses to various items inclhuded
in the questionnaire,

Hypothesis 1. Adults who participated in community service projects in
high school demonstrate higher levels of community involvement than
adulls who did not engage in community service projects.

Data gathered in the study suggest support for the first hypothesis. As
noted in the questionnaire description, respondents were asked o list
{lormal community organizations in which they had held leadership
positions and nonformal organizations in which they had participated.
Responses were tabulated by group according to range of mentions per
tespondent, average number of mentions per respondent, and per-group
percentage of no mentions (sce Table 1).

TABLE 1/ Analysis of Formal Organization Leadership and Nonformal Organiza-

tion Participation Mention by Group

Group

Mention A By Bo
Formal Ovvaneatron Feadoship

Tange ol mentions per resporilend 0-G -0 0-6

Fovaespondent averge ol aaentinns 117 £.23 [.03

ol eanh grcap idhiearmyy o o olvement 17.3% 15.3 30,49

Noatornal Ovganization Pavticipation

Ringe ol mentions per respondent (-5 0-h (-5

Per-respondent average of mentions (LR 21 0.51

% of cach group indicating no involvement 2.0} 0.03 38.1




The range of mentions per respondent was esseniially the same for all
groups. However, fewer respondents in group By than those in the other
groups had no mentions of formal group leadership or nonformal
organizion participation, particularly with regard 1o the latier. In addi-
tion, group A had fewer “no mentions' in both categories than group B,

‘The most revealing difference anong groups in the “actual participa-
tion" responses was illustrated by tabulation of per-respondent average. In
the case of formal group leadership instances, group B respondents
axcraged substantially more than the other groups. With regard to
nonformal organization participation, this was also the case. Again, group
A had a higher per-respondent average than group Be,

Additional support for the first hypothesis was suggested by analysis of
the type of organization in which respondents reported involvement,
Group B respondents indicated leadership activity in substantially more
service-type organizations (e.g., Rotary or Kiwanis Club), while the other
groups concenivted in school organirations (e.g., school board) and
professional wssociations (e.g.. medical growps). With regard 1o nonformal
organizations, group Berespondents indicated comparatively more involve-
Hent in civie groups (e.g., o improve local government or seyvices) than
thie other grougss,

Ivpothesis 2. Adults who participated in community service projects in
high school demaonstrate higher levels of agreement with program related
concepits than those who did not.

As indicated in the previous questionnaire description, data was
gathered in relation (o the second hypothesis by asking respondents 10
indicare their degree of agreement to three stuements using a Likert-type
seale. The actual responses suggest mixed support for the hypothesis (sec
Table 2). .

The three groups responded similarly with regard to whether com-
munity problem study can influence students in later life. Group B,
respondents indicated relitively greater agreement with the idea that
«choals should become more involved in community study. Group A
respondents, however, indicated greater agreement than either of the other

TABLE 2 Mcan Response by Group to Three Statements Related to the Concept
of Community Service Projectst

Ceronp
Siatenctds - ‘ ! Hl it
Comvmuniiy sty can iflaenee Later lives T (K} b
Se hool should hecome more nalved
. . . .
s communily study . 3] 1.0 3.0
Schonls cm play avial mole i solving )
comnnnity problems 1.2 3.6 3.9

5 nonehy agree; 1= snongly disagiee.

two groups, with the idea that schools can play a vital role in improving
local communitics.

Daa gathered in the sample stady suggest that the purposes of
community service projects do earry over to adulthood i werms of actual
experiences amd, to some degree, atdtudes, The ddea tha the project
participants were somewhat less optimistic than others about the prospects
ol the school's power in community improvement might be explained by
the fact that the recommendaittons made by students for the city planning
project were mainly not implemented. The reasons {or this were un-
doubtedly complex but probably embedded in the maze of local politics.

While the data did gencrally support the hypotheses, it is possible that
factors other than participation in community service projects may
account for the data, The low response rate in the study may have resulted
[rom scif-selection based upon the form or content of the questionnaire or
by the likelihood that community activists are more predisposed than
nonactivists to assist in projects of all types, mehuding vesearch. Further-
maore, during the thity or more years which elasped between participation
and daa collection, the partcipants naturally must bave had a wide
viriety of experiences. Involvement in higher education, work, and family,
social experiences, wud other factors may have influenced the current
activities and attitudes of these adults, Additionally, the lact that all were
placed in academic tracks may have pointed them toward certain kinds of
cducational work and work experience levels which encouraged participa-
tion in community affairs. It is the control of these kinds of factors which
poses the greatest design problem in this type of study. It should be noted,
however, that other studies (e.g., Hedin and Conrad 1980) have found
similar short-term clleets for 2 cross section of stndents, Also, unlike those
in most communilty service programs studied, the participants in this study
were not volunteers, since assignment to the particular teacher’s classes
bronght automatic involvement. Thus, original predisposed attitudes
iypically related 1o voluntary seH-selection may not have been [actors.

In any event, data gathered in the sample study seem o revolve around
three themes. The first theme involves comparison of group data on an
attitudinal basis as opposed 10 an actual or experiential basis. On the one
hand, respondents who were notactuallv involved ina community service
project program lended o view such programs at leastas optimistically as
respondents who had heen involved diectly, and, in soine cases, more so.
On the other land, respondents who had been divealy involved repored
mare drequent anstices of de kinds of aciad adube Bebaviors and
experiences which e assocsaed witl the suggested outcomes of this type
ol progaan anthenore, those who had aaended o sehool that had no
comnnny servce progeed proscantiended tooaespond on horh adiedinat
and espeneniad e an che sare fevel, aod accasionally g biicher Jevel
dunrespondents who hadatended the school which had such aprogram,
hut whe were not directly involved. These date tlins taise quesiions about
the nature of otwtcomes which can be posited with regand to communiy
service programs. For example. do such progrins rend 1o lave a positive
idluence onactual adult experiences, but limited intluence on atitudes? 1



indeed the spirit, butno the practice, of such programs is curicd over into
proximate student groups, does anitudinal encouragement of aduli
behaviors make much difference in subscequent life experiences? Also, s
attitndinal encouragement rather than actual experience sy wmore influen-
tiad than no encontagement ail adl?

A sccond theme in the data involves the concept of “TINSIT or
tendencies-in-situation {(Gotu 194, This idea sigggests that as & person
grows older, patcrns of hehavior we ar least partially conditoned by
previous personal and social expericnces even though new contacts and
events are confronied, Thus, learned paterns of social identification tend
o continue although they may be modified in degree, The data gathered in
ihe sample study suggest support for this concept at least with regard to
actual experience patierns in adult lile. Again, however, several guestions
arise: To what degree, if any, does this phenomenon differ across various
kinds of community service programs? Is the later life pattern a function of
the particular nature of the carlier program experience? Under what
conditions, il any. do atitude orientstions persis?

The thivd theme involves the time bag between the original program
partic ipation and the study of elfects. In the case of the sumple stady, this
period wits inexcess ol thitty years. Since the quesiionmaire did ot reguesi
time-related responses, it s not known whether reports of experiences
telleeted the entire period of adulthood or some segiment of i, for example,
A recent portion. Thus, a question occwrs as o whether the quantity or
quiality of behavior indicators ave velated to spectfic time periods following
participation (e.g., after five years, ten years). Further, one might wonder
whether the attitade-related effects might vary over time as general social
attitudes toward schools and communities vary (Yarrow et al. 1970).,

These considerations and the data gathered in the sample study suggoest
several hypotheses which warrant further investigation:

(1) Pardcipation in community service project progrims promaotes

auitudes toward community participation, bt the nature of the attitudes
(positive or negative) depends upon sach factors as the muuare of the
program and perceeived success ol the program.

(2) The degree to which community service progiam pardicrpation
influences later lite choices and attitudes is dependencapon ihie e ol
particular tvpes of such” programs. For example, progiame mnoloae,
students in local government may promaote effecrs diltferere ioan il o
involving physical assistance to older persons,

(3} Emphasis in school progrms on commmin sivics a voaepl
onlv, rather than throngh actiad paticipation. e Bidde cleoe o talb
choices that Hot oncthat comoept

C1 Communin senvice progea o cn b sl o el oo
COMMMUITTY 2OVCHECIT ex o porre ot sl abovesgd e ke
nature oF which imtloences Baer aoiieebc s abong the potennad oo o
Ciizens i locl covermment, For example stredeois e peorcens e that bocal
political stivity kse i some cases, msubated Bom griss-toors citzen
patiicipation or hevond the knowledge and SR ol citizens,

fonm

{5} The degree to which students involved in a community service
project program pereeive it has impact on the local community influcnces
the degree to which they believe schools in general can play a role in
improving local communitics. For example, il the program is seen as
unsucceessful, participants will leel that schools cannot impacat local
conmuniies,

(6) In addition to those, the three hypotheses in the exploratory study
should be further investigated using a larger sample,

Methodological Considerations

The dearth of research along the lines of that discussed here oflers little by
way of guidelines for methodology, The hypotheses suggested earlier
warrant study, and the experiences encountered in the sample study may
offer some guidance. The time lag between the actual program and follow-
up studies in program-related, life-choice research makes such studies, in
anthropological terms, etic rather than emic (Kessler 1974). In other worcds,
the researcher must necessarily, by time, be an outside, rather than inside,
observer of the progrum. Therelore, the program reconstruction or
verification stage is cructal. For gathering information about original
programs, the [ollowing sources may be helplul:

(1) persons who participated in the program as students;

(2) persons who served as teachers, supervisors, or coordinators of the
program;

(3) school documents such as class lists, school! board minutes,
program proposals or reviews, school newspapers, and the like;

(1) published accounts of the program in professional lierature
written by participants, observers, or others who may use program
accounts to exemplify a curriculum approach;

{5} local media reports, particularly newspapers; and

(6) records of public community meetings at which aspects of the
program may have been considered,

As mentioned earlier. the type of methodology used in the exploratory
study offers the advantage of being applicable as time and circumstances
wadrint. I general, the method fadls under the rubric of guastexperimental
desizn(Campbelliond Stumbev 1963) basinne has the researcher can conirol
the timinge and siutiple dina collecton, but notdhe timing and population
fon the experiment iself (i this case, the onigntad community service
projeeth. Ata mene speailic bevel the explosatory stady lits the type which
Caraphelband Soanley Libebed siic-groups companison™ i which two
shopes ke compbcd lon eftecrs osumed 1o he related 1o an evenit (the
contnnnis erviee progect) that only one woggy has experienced. While
thes e ey adso adbow lor conttal of instonmentdion and giming, i s
woeakened inorerms of dnrernal validing by pablems in o selecion ol
comparisen groups and maturaiion ellecs, For these 1esons, resules of
studdies using this design minst be fnterpreted wih caution, patticularly
where they are 1o be generlized.



A HITER e T RET Rt TS 2 e 2

Retrospective studies of the 1ype reported here could he greatty
cithanced by cases where the rindomness of comparison groups could be
authenticated and where mataration effects could be carelully considered
through collection of appropriate das (rom panrticipants (the considesidon
of geographic mobility used in our exploriory study ilhusteaes this
conecern). Another level of enhaticement could be attained in terms of the
data collected from the cross-sectional design if they were supported by
those collected in longitudinal siudies, since the disadvantages ol each
design would be oflset by the advanuges of the other (Campbell and
Stanley 196%). Another source which needs 10 be considered is tha
pertaining to time lag, compressed time, and other time-related design
issues {Baltes and Goulet 1971; Goulet 1975). The lack of long-term-cifect
studies, however, presents the initial problem in refining design features,
that is. meihodological considerations beyond those discussed heie
apparently, must await further studies of the kind deseribed in this article.
One can only imagine the sirength such studies in refined form could add
not only to the thinking about community service projects, but also (o the
wider lield of curriculum inguiry as well

This article has explored hiypotheses and o methodotogy relaed o the
study of adult lile experiences and attitudes subsequent (o participation i
comntity service programs, Inaddition, data gathered Drasample shudy
of this type were reported. Even though a particular kind of progrinm
served as a focus, the concepts presented certainly have broad implications
for the study of long-term effects of curricularapproaches orarrangemenis,

The cvclic nature ol curriculum movements suggests that progran
types may differ over time more in degree than in kind. Further, asrenewed
efforts are made 10 employ old curricular concepts, debates and chiimed
outcomes are repeated. In order to construct rational arguments in these
sitwations, there is o need to examine the fong-term cffects of “exhumed”
gencral program types. It is suggested here that adult life-patern studies ol
eraduates may offer a promising direction for such eflorts.
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