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:1::-ed to den·lop < onnections het\\·een life in the school and that in the 
:·Emity i-; .:i. lTLuning theme in educational literature. Of the many 
: ; for doing thi -,. r_,ne of the more prominent is experiential learning or 

... ::::.':'d opponunitits for learning outside the classroom·• <Hamilton 
·\\"irhin 1hf' t:x;y;:riential learning concept, one variation ,,·hich has 

· · -:j .1 gu,Jd lk .. il of attention is youth participation programs or 
- :::,::,.- ,t':·, in· projects (Olsen 19-16; National Sodcty for the Study of 
.:>in 19S3: H:....r-nack 1974: Coleman 197-l; National Commission on 
:--. ='~ f-.Jl \"c:: .. n~-, 19i-l). Such programs in\ul\'e the active engagement 

'.:-; ..: .. ~;7::1·.;-,:') to impro,·e local communities. and ,d1ile these 
, ::: : iedout under the auspices of any community agency. 

~:nse sponsored by the school. Specific projects might 
... ::.::-, '.<neys of community attitudes, making reccJmmenda• 

·-- -:"n· .. i1onmenwl prob km~. am.I lwlping older persons and 

... ,_,-.----~~ -x:1>iiples of community serdce projects have been reported 
.-.... ; .,.a.: i:•.~1 ): .--\1ons1ein and Olsen 197-1; National Commission of 

- - 1~:1 ce.;, for Youth l 9i4; \Vigginton 1979). but to date there has been little 
- --.1:-c h on the ef foc.tiveness of these kinds of programs. \\'hat u idence is 

'. :: :1r~• ~uggests that community ser\'ice projects are effecti,·e in helpin~ 
<"'.. ·::i~:•. ?~~Tholngical, social, and intellectual development (Goody~ 

· -cc ,!.'o3: Hedin and Conrad 1980). Studies of the effects of such 
~r:1::-1~. h•f1\·c-n'-r. have generally involved assessment of student outcomes 
·:;:; •-=--r ir.1mediatdy follo\\'ing the project. \Vhile such studies offer 
:_.: Gau. the real effectiveness of community ser\'ice projects would 

· :-:- li~d~ be demonstrated after students have left school and have 
· •r:,":r.iiics to parti<.:ipate in community affairs as adults. Furthermore, 
;.._,._,~:.,i,-,n·· effects (e.g., influence of community serdce projects on 
:,,..-i,_ . ., '.,·:) ich are long term differ from immediate effects both quan~ 
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I i1;11 i\'(·ly ;111d qualilal i\'dy; 11!11~, 0111p1du·11 ... ivt· ,•,·;il11a1 io11 n·tp1i1t·s lo11g-
11·1111 ;1, well as sho11-lt'n11 s111dy ((:;111111l>l'll ;11ul S1a11ky l!Hi'.~). 

f'ht· pll'M'lll 1t·-.1·a1< h was 111Hktli1kc·11 10 t·xplon· nH·lhodological 
< 0 11-.~1 !t·wt iow, aml 10 gal lin 1L11a r har 111 ighl s11gg1·~1 di1 c, t ions 101 f Ill llu-1 

tt'St';l:, h 011 lht· sl11·1tglh of n11111111mi1y st·n·in· projt'«-1 dlccls tn11sid1·tc·d 

O\TI ti11H'. \Vi1hi11 thi." n,111t·x1, a slm)y , .. ·as nmdurlt·d whi('h at1t·111plt·d to 

t:xamiIH' 1ht· atl i1utks and t·xperirtH'<'S of ,uh1 Its who had partidpar<'d in a 
par1inilar ,·omm1111i1y st•rvicc proje<·t prog-ram during- the years 19•1:, lo 
l~H9 and to compaH' lhcst' lo a11i1mlt-.s and <·xpnit·nn·s of samt'-)'t'ar 
g1:1dt1a1<·s who had 1101 pankipal<'d in such a program. Since tht'sludy was 

< a11 icd out in 1979. it wa.s .st-pa rated from the <Klual pro~r:1111 hy a pt·riod of 
thi11y or mort' years. For this reason, it was fraughl with difficulties in 

tksign and impkmt.·111a1ion. Such diffiru1tit·s included rcconslructing: th<' 
origin;d program. identifying stwknis who had parlicipaled in tlw 
program, and galht'ring: information from enough partidpanls 1osuppnrt 
<lin•ciiona1 hypotlwscs. In thl' end, 1hr latter prov(•d to bra problem in that 
th<' responsive population nms1it111cd a rdativ(•ly low p<'H't'lllag:<' of the 
potl'llti.il sample. Thus r<'s11lts ol th<' exploratory stlldy musl he vit'Wl·d 
,,-i1h caution. Nt·n-rtlwkss, the study was undertakl'n in the hope of 
111111in~~ 11p 1·Yidc1uc· 1ha1 wo11ld w:1n;1111 f1111hc-r i11H'.,tig.11io11. II is 
dt·'< iilwd lu-1t' in IC'tllls nl 1c·,1111.,111u 1io11 of llu· 01igi11al pr111:1;1111. 

11lt'dH 1dol1 •g\', 1,·,1ili.... ;111d, lin;dly .. -.uggl'.'ilnl hypo1lic·.,t·s ;md 11w1!11,tlnlog­

i( ;d H't rn11111c·11tbl i ◄ 111s. 

Rffonstructing the Program 

Tht' initial phasl' of I he H'Sl'ard1 ccntncd on an auemJ>t al comprdwnsiv,· 
n-co11s11 union or the original community sl'rviee project. A brief dcsnip­
tioll of the projlTl was found in Dn•rloping the Secondary Srhool 
Cun if 11/um (l .t·onard 1960). and att<·mpls were maclr to verify its accuracy 
,rnd add to Ilic desn ipt ion. hlllT\'it'W'i ,vilh locd dti1.t·n . .., and professionals 
who had livnl and 01 1aug-l11 in thl' tun1111uni1y ch1rin,14" the l~Mr,-19/19 
period were conducted to ascertain personal recnlkc1ions. Thrse pron·d 
1110...i ly -.kt•tchy cxcepl insobr a.s ickntifying- IIH' 11;111H' of OIH' 11·adw1 
i1noln·d. In tlw hope that l,t•onanl may h;1,·l· 01igi11.tll\' 11':ul 111 tlw 

pro.~1;im i11 professional journals, the Currcnt /11</n lo Jo11111al\ 111 
1.:.d11('a/ion w;1s rcs<'ardH.•cl using that teadtlT 1 S nanw as a I dc·w111 c·. ,••;1 ,, 1·1,d 
rclt·1c1u·cs \\'<Tl' found (t·.g-., Moore and \Valkt'r 19.'>l: \\';dkc1 l!l!,1 ). TllC'•,c 
~011ff<'"i pro\'id1·d 11101t· n11nplt-1<· dt'sniptions of 1lw 111111~1;1111 ;1, w,·11 .1•, 

sn·nal 11;1nws of other teadwrs in\'olv<'d. Fi11:dly. 111w 11 :11 lw1 l,11111 IIH 
origin;d g1011p was locat1·d in ;1111 ► 1lw1 1•,1·111•,i;qil111 11,, 111,l 11-111111, d 

ldq>liont·<o11,·1T:-.a1i1111•,;1111l11111c•,11,1111h 1,, 1111 ,I,, j. 1111, 1 11 10 I,,, 

;ig;1i11 J>I o\'idnl only ..,kl'l1 11\ 11·11 d Ir 1 1 H 111, 11111 ,11111,1, "!1 ,, 1 1 "h," .i ,11 '1 1• ! 

drn i I mt ·11 t dcscri hi ng I lw I 111 1g1;1111 ·, I 1111 111 ,,. ,, , 1111 I • 'I 11 1 11 11 111 h, 11\ 1 1 11 I If I , 
,rnd \!)l\)(i\1001C'a11d\\'alkl'1 \!ll!l),,1-,\\1 ll,1 ..... 1dd1111111.1,,1l11 d1·,11q11H,11', 
m;idt · ill .,u hsc·q \It'll I y1·ars t I!'..-,:!. I !l:'11 t. 1 q; ,'I, I '.lh I / .. \ -,1·;111 h 1 1f 1111 ,d 'l hnol 
h, ,;lid In irnlll''- ;d"io I\IJ'IH'd up a 1h-,1 1 ipt l\·1· ;H n ,11111 1 ,I 1 lu· 1,rogr,11n in ii.. 

lin~, )Tar (l~H:>•l~l·lh). l lH'St' llClllllllt'JllS, ,11011g \\1111 J•H1111,,, ,11,n,~,,, 

IH'wspap<'r anuunts. and personal 1ecollc('tio11~. s('rvt·d nol only as 
VPririC';II ion of I IH' progr;1m 's cxi.'iH't1n·. h111 ;1 b.o a,.., n1rrind11111 artifacts for 
idt·111il'yi11g ohjcC'livcs and ;u livitil's. 

Fin;,lly, ii wa.s ll'arnc-d I hat I h<' gradual<'!-. of Ille dass of 11 19 \Ven· holdillf.{ 

a n·u11io11, anti it was hoped 1ha1 1h(· c\'t'lll might lw 11.....cd to g·ather 
additional information about the program. For this purpo;:)c, one of the 
researchers who was Pmployed by the district allenclcd the reunion as an 
invited guest. It was decided hdorchand that the rescard1er would not 
clirecdy ,1sk any of the alumni lo rccolkcl the program, but would instead 
listen to conversations in which thc community service projects W<'Te 

re<·olkctrd. Fortunalcly, one sud1 discussion was cnc:ounll'n-d, and the 
researcher was ahk to ask simple clarifying questions such as "\Vhich 
lt·arhrrs and students participated?'' ''What activities we1·c involved?'' 'fhis 
incident yirld('d some hrlpful information, such as the fact that the 
participating students were those in the c:las.~es of one pai ticular Leaclwr 
and that ;u-counls of projt:ct activities were written by students for the local 
lll'W.SJ>aJ)('T. 

In swn, 1lw curriculum reconstruc1ion phase in this kind of rrsearch is 
a nHnplcx mailer, arnl standard (·duc11ional 1cs<·ard1 mcthodology offers 
li11lt- a.,sis1a11n·. Tilt' pron·du1<·,, ;111d l"\'t'lllS tksnilwd \\'('IT guided by 
s11gg<'!'il io11s from ol hn I irids I ypif it'd hy Sll('h prohk111s ( t·.g .. \Vii son I ~)7;,; 

Kcssl<'r 1!17·1: llsu l!lli:q. In thl' ('lld. tilt' proC"css may IH' likened to that 
which 111igl11 lw IISl'd by a dc1t•ciivc i11 nT011s1ruc-1ing (!ecuk-old n-cnls 
which aH· related and n·le\'ant to a co11t<·mpor,1ry ninH' (1lw detective• 
novels of Ross MacDonald arc specifically illus1ratin:'). 

Community Service Project Program (As Reconstructed) 

·rhc community service projecl that is the focus of this study was carried on 
in a small Northeastern city. Thr city had a population of approximately 
17,000 in the c-arly 1940s and was expected lo grow dramatically since it was 
surrounded by oil-rich land. The previous development of the city had 
been relatively haphazard; thus in 1945, the City Planning Commission 
dl'cidt"d 1ha1 a master plan should he dP\'clopcd to guide f uturc dl'velopmcnt 
;1, wdl as 1nlcvdopmc11t. Evidl'ntly om· nwmhcr of tli:tt group suggested 
1li;11 1h1· s< lwols lw appro,u lwd Im help in this cndf'avor. Thus, in thl' 
',Jn ing of l!l I;, lht· ('0111111i:-.sio11 ;1ppro;u h('d tlw high S< hon( :-..ncial studies 
d,·p;1111111•111, and pl,111s \\'l'H' 111;ult-lo inn ,h-1· sc·nio1·s1 udcni.... i11 ck-velopincnt 

id 1lw city 111;i...lt·1 pLm. 
l:q:i1111i111: i11 1q IT1 ;111d 1 0111i1111i11g 101 ."it'vnal yt>at·s thereafter many, 

l,,11 1101 :di, I\\Tillh r.1,11!11', 1111d1·111111k ;i s,·,it· . .., of p1ojl'cts l'f'bted 10 the 
111.1 ',I, ·1 pl.111 I Iii 111g Ii I hci I I' 1 ohlt ·111s ol l )1·111on:icy ( ou I sc ( I his cot ll"Sl' was 

JI• 1111H·d for I lial gt ad<"). Thi' sl ud1·111~ \Vlio p;ll't icip.ih·d lud lwo ('harat'lcr-
1-,1 in in common: 1lwy wne grouped in 1hc ";11 :ul('l11ic" or <ollcgc 
p11varatory track and 1hc-y had the· same H·adH'I. 1'1, ,jt'r 1s undcrtak('ll by 
th(' pa1ticipa1ing studen1s were part of the 011goi11g c uniculum or 1!w 



nuirst·. Tlu·y indudcd a survey of dti:t.<'llS regarding idC'as for thl' city's 
h11 utl'; sl udit·s of. anti H"<-01111m·mla1 ions for. land 11st'. :toning onlinann·s, 
1, ;1! fj 1 Jlallt'I ning, s1n·;1111 and 111 idg1· plan·1m·111; and dt·vcll>}HIH'lll of J>arks 

and pl;1ygnn111ds. I II addi1 i,111, t ht· '.'o.lt1dt•111s d,·, t·l1 ,1wd ;111, 1\'i'l":I i I I t·I id lrnq 1 

,howi11g 1lwil' pla11 in dl'lail. t·nga~nl in d1y rkanllp pro.ic.·rl!oi, IH'i'pan•d 
m·,npapt•r arlidt·s ahoul \'arious ph;JSl'\ of I Ill' prnjrd . .1nd madt· pn·st·11ta-

1 ions to Ioctl gon·rttmt·nl. d,·ic and ser\'in• groups. 
:\s m·ar as ran he d<'tnmi11ed, the mosl suhs1a111ivc \\.'ork took placl' 

hc1,,·1·t·n I !H!"> and 19·19, a 11 hough lhc projrct and 1hr continuing develop­
llH'lll of 1hc ,·i1y nmt inul'd to ht· a social s1udics topic at h-asl through I 959. 
In facl. the r<'port ("II Pays 10 Plan") in i1s original and revised edilions was 
~•pparcntly used as a text in Problems of Drmocracy dasses in the later 
\'('ars. Further, while !ht' students involved were under the supervision of 
;1111' one 1t·achcr. othn 1cachcrs ,,·<'re involved as rcsourrt· p<'rsons, ;nut 
soJJH' poi I ion of 1 he "nmmnmity s1 udy" <ut1n·p1 undouhtC'dly cu ril'd o,·l'r 

i11111, J;i..,st'" 1ha1 wnc 1101 diu·c 1ly i11\'<Jln·d. 
:\s notnl carli<'I, < 011rn11111ity s<'nin· projects may 1:ikl' 111a11y lonns, ol 

\\ hit h 1hi.., was, ntainh 011t·. Tht' short-term ohjt·Cli\'<' was IO IH·lp in 
dn·t'lnp111c11I ol I !IC' ,·i I\' 111;1-.IC'l pl.111, h111 I he ,·;11 ic HI', drn llllll"llh g;1tlwJ('d 
i11dica1t·d 1h;i1 tho,c i11n11\-nl t'll\'isio1wd la1gc1 ptllpo:-.c,. Spt·t ilicdl\', ii 
,,·: 1-.. s11ggt'sll'II that g1 ;ul11a1cs lw "111is:-.ioi1aril''i of 11lan11 i11g." show int cl t·st 
i111 n11m111nil\' allairs. lH''.'.)'lllpatlll'tit lo 1ht·11t·cd lor, i1i11·11 it1n1hTIIH'III i11 

< om1111111i1~ i111pn1\TIIH'lll, ;1rnl ht' ,·olllllh't'JS lor t 01111m111i1y sc1,·i< t' 

project:-.. Thl' pn·st·nt study was undntaken to ascntain whethn thl' adult 

lin·s of llw gradualt'S werl' 1.·harac1nizecl by 1host' ideas. 

The Exj,loratory Study 

St lH_lit·s of tiH' H'lat ionship between adul1 charactt'rist ics and prior school 
cxpc1 icnn·s might gcnnally b(' done in on<' of three ways. The firs I type 
i11n1ln·s longi t tl{linal fol low-11p studies of graduates of 1lartin1lar kinds 1>f 
p1ograms. In 1his case. om· might. fnrcxampll', follow IIH' p:11 ticip:mh in a 
t 01111111mi1~· ,en·icc p111jec1 l1rnn graduation 1'110111·.h ,11htlli10111I. 1w11, id 
i<.dh 1c,rnt.li11g llll'ir l'Xjll'l'il'll1t·s ;111d a11i1wh-,. 1·111, 11wd1od li,1·, llw 
olH"inw-, ;uh ;1111.igt·s of program ;md grad11;1tc Ct'! 1:1i111 in. 111 ;11ldi1 i( 111. 1lw 
,111.11',i, ol da1;1 111,1) p10,idt· st;11i,1i1;d 1·1>111101 1111 1·,1·11h \\'l1i1 Ii 1111!',111 

SllJH'l",<'dt· orig-inal ,111i1udl's (('.g., family or on 11p;Hio11al i11ll1w1\I ( l .1•, 

tlw'-t' rn 1 111 i11 ,uhjl'ch' li\'(''i. This 111t·l111ul. liownc·1. Ill.I\ •,1111,·1 IH1111 

..,111,i\'111 lii;1s(t'._!!. .. 11:111i, i11:u11,,h,11)11111)1111111111•.111,1, 1 I '11.1..,( .id,111 I 11• 

;\\\·,111·cd tl1t·,tt1thl. 1-i11:dh.1h1•.11wll111d111.1\ 111•! ,111, 11111< I 1,1.,, 
I I 

111!..',('lh<'r lwl(II!" tLll.i ;111· ;1,,11l.ddc il',,1111·.., ,111,l l ,,111, 1 1'11 I 1 

.\ ',('ll)Hd l1\l'!l11id iJl\(1hr", llw ,111.d\·,1, .. 111<11 111 • ,1111:1ltit11 ,,I "11,,,,I 

pro;:_1 ;nn H'I olkt"I im1s h~ ;11l11 I 1, \\Iii, h.1,, I ,.1111, 11 I'. 1 t t l 1. 11 .ll l('I i ·,1 i1 ..,_ I 11 I hi ... 
Cd',('. 1'1t· n•..;cardH"r would. fo1 1·,;1111pk. idc·1111h .td1dh \\'ho'.\(' lin·-; a1t· 
1 li:11 ;11 1t·111t·d IJ\ t lw p;tt 1('1 lh J 11111 H ,..,n\ 111 c < 1111111111111 \ "'I\ i< t' p1ojl'CI gn;d, 
.,nd ,1..,\,. d1n1· pn ,on, 10 idt·111 ily llw ki111\..,111 ,t !in, 1\ <"'-I wt it·nn·.., lhc·,· had OI 

which 1hcy 1hought might haw influenced 1hcir prcsenl lives (hoping, of 
course, that thc·y might mention community .servin~ projects). This 
mt·thod offers the advantage o[ sampk <·crtainty since only those persons 
who anually dc•111ons1ra1t· lilt' desired d1arae1rris1 irs would be included. In 
addition, this method mny oHer the opportunity to gatlwr data nonr<'ac~ 
tively since participan1s need 11111 know why 1hey were chosen or 1ha1 1he 
researcher is focusing on particular school program characteristics. On th<' 
other hand, this mrthod is open to serious question inasmuch as it hinges 
upon subject retrospection, whkh is highly tenuous as a data soun:e 
(Yarrow, Campbell, and Banon 1970). In 1hr end, 1he research would need 
to involve program reconstruc1ion to verify recollections, an overwhelming 
task if subjects are graduates of multiple schools. 

A third me1hod involves analysis of characteris1ics of adulls who are 
known to have panicipated in par1icular kinds of prog-rams. In this case, 
graduates of a community service prog:rarn arc studied at some time 
afterward to ascC'rtain whether their liv<·s arc characterized by the goals of 
the original program. If program reconstruction is done carefully, this 
ml•thod offers the arlvantag<' of a strong- degree of progr;1m and g-racl11a1r 
n-rtainly .ind. likl' 1 he second 11a·1hod, no11rcanivc dala <"ollcnion. In 01hcr 
words, the r<'searchcr may fonts 011 k110wn g-ra<luates of a specific program 
and proccC'd to ga1hcr data without risking: n'sponse bias. This method 
differs from the [irst (long:i l11dinal) in that it is a cross-s,·cl ional 1cchniquc, 
is done ont·c r;11lwr than periodically, and may lw don<" on the basis of a 
program that was planned without follow-up investigation in mind. The 
third method, however, may be disadvantaged by 1he lack of control for 
intervening influential experiences. On the 01her hand, it may be applied 
as 1.ime and circumstances warrant, that is, when there is a need to offer data 
to expedite decisions about the desirability of certain types of proposed 
programs, parlicularly if long-term longitudinal data are nol available. 
The present s1udy is of 1his 1hird 1ype and is offered as an exploratory 
sample of its use. Broader consideration will be given to methodological 
issues in this type of study later in the article. 

P<>Plll.ATION 

Tlw pop11la1io11 wwd in 1his s111dy fdl inlo ll1tT<' g1011ps. The first group 
< n11sis1t·d of I host' pnso11s \\' ho l i;ul p; 11'1 ici p; 11cd in I h<' t 0111rn1111 i I y '.-.<'l'ViC<' 
proj1·1·1 dun 11g I Ill' )'l'a1 s I ~Hr,-1 !H9. ·1 ·1tc scnmd group consisted of persons 
w Ito grad11;lli'd from I ht' ,a11u· ..,d1ool d11ri11g the s;11111· years, who WCIT also 
in dlt' ";u ;ulcm11" 11;11 k, 11111 \vho did nol pani, ip:11e in the project sine<' 
II wy ,,T11· :1,..,q;111"1l 11, ;1 1,-,1( hn • 11 lw1 111;111 1 ill' orn· dircc·1 ly i11n1l\'cd in the 
I 11 • qq I. I lw I hi td g1111 q 1 , 011..,i\lC'd nf l)f'I vms who g1 ;ul11a1<'d during the 
,,11111· y1•;11 . .., ltom a high S< ltool lo< ;1tl'd in ;1 .~irnil.11 1 n11m11111ity whid1 had 

110 1ummuui1y service prog-r;11n. The lallcT 11Hn11rn11i1y w;1., ..,dt·c1l'd a" a 
comparison setting because its gt'nt'ral g('og1aplii, ln<";11io11, popula1ion, 
potential for oil-based, growth, school enrollmcnl, and other fc:a1ur('s wt·n· 
('ss<·ntially the same as 1hosc of thr community in whid1 the !>.Cr\'ice 1>rojtTI 

\\'as carri<'d on. 



One probkm in sclccling gradual es from the (·ontrol setting was that 
1hr high school did not have a grouping track labeled "academic·" or 
''cullt·~<· 1>n·1>aratory. '' '[his ,vas resolved by computing 1hr pt•rccntage of 
:-.t·11ior s111dt·n1s(in l'adi yl'ar) from tht'comnnmity projt'cl sd100I who were 
;1ssig11ed 10 I ht· acadt'mic· tr;u·k and lh('II ."i<'h·<·ting-an t·qual 1x·1-n·1u;1gl' (for 
<"aci1 \Tar) from I he n>mparison sd100I based on dass rank. \Vhik it would 
havl' l><'<'ll mon· c·m1venient to have had "track" information available, the 
method used was relarivcly satisfar1ory, since those students selrcted for an 
acadt·mic· track are typically also those who are in the upper percentile of 
dass rank. 

Furtht'rmore, from llw total possible sampk for e~ll'h group a specific 
population was identified, namely those alumni who had moved away 
from their respectin-"c·ommunities. Persons who move to new communities 
aprear to be more likely to select and volunteer for participation in 
comm1111iry acli\'ilies as a result of interest or skill (Sanders 1906; Barh("r 
197'.J). On the other hand. 1hose who rcmai-n in d1ildhood communities 
may part idpalt' as a rt'sull of others· cxpt'ctadons or encouragemcnl, such 
~fs family or friends (e.g-.. joining an organization bt'causc a parrnt had 
hd011g-<"d to it). Sinn· one purpose of the study at hand was 10 dt'lcrmine 
e\·en1uallv wlw1hn the <·ommunity s(·rvic·e project was related to actual 
adulr f·>ar~idpation in c·ommunity activities, this final sample sclcc·1_ion 
procedure ,vas presumed to offer a more "severe" test of tht· hypothesis. 

1:--.s I RI '~IFXLfflO~ 

In ordn 10 g-a1he1 data from the sample, a questionnair<' was dn·~·lopcd. 
Tiu· i11s1n1111<·n1 was based upon the program purpost's and nms1stcd of 
two sect ions. 

( J l Tht' firsl ~t·ction induded stalcnu·nts pn1a111111g-lo comnumi1y 

~en in· p1ojc, 1 ,unn-pls (<'.g .. "Schools can play a ,·i1al rok in impn.)\'i11µ; 
Jmal 1u11m11111i1ics'"). SuhjtTIS wt-re asked lo respond to each usmg a 
Likt-rl-lYfJ<' s<·<ilc (5 = strongly agr('r 10 I ::, strongly disagr<'c). . 

(2) The s<'nmd st'ction nmsistC'd of two 01w11 -1"11dcd q111·s111H.l'i. ·.rhc 
f i rsl ask<'chuhjects to list off ice( s) held in fon11;il < om 111111 ii I)' rn g;1111 '· 11H 111·, 

(e.g .. sndn· or ci\'ic). The second askl'd s11l1j1·1h ro Jj..,1 111>111,11111.d 

crn11muni1y org~mizations to which 1hey h;ul lwlo11ged (1·.g., wo1 I. 1 •11 

c11,·inmmen1al 1nohlems, improving cumm11ni1y lt'<Tf':11i,111). 

The in~lrumcnl was maikd to suhjec·h wirli ;1 co\TI k111·1 111 1111 111 1 

11ni\'(·rsil\' department indic11 i11g simph' 1 li;II ,1 .,. 11 \ n wit", 1)1 111P, 11111'111o 11 • I 
()rp('rsoll.'i\\'l111grad11a1t·dl111111,11(".liii1·,li•.,l11,,,I ·111,, 11,, l'IHI .1 1••11111 1' 

Jt'sp,,11..,cwo11ldlwg1c11h;q1111ni,11r-d•,11i.1 111 11, 11111111111 t I,, 11, · ,11 

onlY to a :-.d1·,11·tl 1:1<>1q1 (;11u111,1111I\ .,11,I ,,.id1<li1it1.1l11•. \, 1 1 11 

o 11;i1 ;11\l('l'd). or IIH' ·lfi:°• s11hj1·c 1 ... lo\\' Ii, 1111 1 lw t 11 H ',I H 11111,111 • -, \It ·1,· ',1 111, I ::1 
.~ I I ' 11' ( '.!7 .!'>",',) H'll 1111cd 1 ht·lll. ( )I 1111'',t". · II i \\('It. It I 1111 1 I \I' ( 'n II I I.II I SC lll .',( II u' ' .. I 
fi om comnu,11it~· snd< t' p1 ojtTI p;111 i( ip;111h, .iml :'tb Ii 0111 graduates ol_ the 
( ( )llllllllllily ~cn·in· school who had 1101 ;u 111,dlv p;u ti,·ipated in the fHOJl'<'I. 

RF.Sl'IT.S 

As nott'd <'ar)icr, the low questionnaire response rate constiluted a 
limitalion of the sample study and thus the rcsulls must be viewed with 
cx111·111<· ca111ion. In !he di,rnssion which follows, th(' thrt'e groups 
invol\'t'd in the study will be designated as follows: 

(A) Comparison group; graduates of the school which had no 
commtmi1y service program (n = 46). 

(Bi) Graduates of the school which had the community service program 
and who participated in ii (N = 26). 

(B~) Graduates of the community service program school who did not 
actually participate in the program (N = 56). 

The presentation of results is divided into two sec:tions, one for each of 
,h,. hypotheses examined in the study. Since the sample was relatively 
small, it was decided thal siatistical analysis would be done at a desniptivc 
kn·I. Furthermore, the purpose in reporting thr results is not so much to 

prcst·nt a convincing argument in support of the hypotheses hut ra1her to 
demonstrate the nerd for further research of this type. Hence, the 
,·<>mparison of groups with regan.l to the hypotheses is reported in terms of 
frequencies. m(•ans, and percentages of responses to ,·arious items included 
in the questionnaire. 

ll)'potltesis 1. Adults who participated in communit)' sen,ice projects in 
high school drmonstrale higher levels of community involvement than 
adults who did not l'11p,nge in communily scn 1icr projects. 

Data gathered in the study suggest support for the first hypothesis. As 
noted in the questionnaire description, respondents were asked to list 
formal community organizations in ,.d1ich they had held leadership 
positions and nonformal organizations in which they had p3rticipatcd. 
Rt·sponscs were tabulated by group according to range of mentions per 
1<·s1Hm<k111, a,·tTagc 1111mhcr of mentions per rcspondc111, and per-group 
pen cnlagc of no mentions (sec 'E1hle I). 

TABLE I/ Analysis of Formal Organi1ation Leadership and Nonformal Organiza­
tion P;1r1icir1a1ion Mention by Gro11p 

Fu1111l/l ()11'.111/rf/llrlll /.('r,d1·1"11i/1 

H.1111·(· , 11 ,w-111 i, ,11~ I w1 "'"I u 111dC't1I 

l'1 I 1,·••l"'lldr Ill ,11·11.1/'.l "I IH('llli,11)\ 

11t ,·.11/i 1;1,11q, 111d11,11rn!: 11•1 1111nh1·11w111 

.\1,11/0111111/ {J1.r~a11r:.fllio11 /'mli11Ju1/trJ11 
R,1t1,i..:t· ol 11u•111in11s pn H'SjHHHklll 

Pc1-n·spo11d<'IH avl'r,1gr of rncntions 
o.;, 0£ l'ach group indicating no i11\'oln·n1<·111 

,\ 

{l .(j 

1.17 
17.'.i 

(JJ, 

0.80 
::1 i.O 

(;1oup 

ll I B~ 

0-:", 0-6 
~.2~) 1.(1:l 

l 0.3 :HI.!) 

ti-~, 0-!, 
:!.l!J o.r, 1 
0.0:1 ~8.1 



Tlw rang:e of me111ions J><T rcspondem was cssernially the same for all 
g11111p,. 1 lowr,·er, frwn H'spoml<•nts in group B1 than those in the other 
g:-ot1ps had 110 nll'nlions of formal group leadnship or nonformal 
01 g;111 i,a1 ion part icipal ion, pan inil;1r]y with rq~anl IO the lattrr. In addi-
1 io11, g1oup A h:id ft'\\'l'I" "no nu·111io1ts'' iii ht,1h t'a1t·go1 it'!\ than group 82. 

Th<' 1110,1 re\'t'aling ditr"1·,•nir alilhllfl groups in the "actual participa• 
1ion" n·si>0ns<·s wa,i. illo~iratcd hy tabulation of per·respondent average. In 
dw casr of formal group leadership instances. group B1 respondents 
:.n ~·ragt•d substantially mon· than the other groups. With regard to 
nonfonnal <>rganization particiJ>ation, this was also the case. Again, group 
A had a higher p<'r•rrspon<lrnt a\'eragt• than group B2, 

Addi1 ional support for 1he first hypo1hesis was suggested by analysis of 
1hc tvpt· of organization in which r~spon<lents reported involvement. 
Croup B 1 respondents indica1ed leadership activity in substantially more 
st·nin·•typt· organi1a1io11s (<'.g., Ro1ary or Kiwanis Club), whilC' the other 
g1011p.., conc<·111ratrd in school orgaui,a1ions (t·.g., school board) and 
pi; d1· ... .,io11al a ... soda1 ions (e.g .. nH"diLil groups). \Vi1h regard ro non formal 
, 11 -~;111 i1;11 i, )11s, gr, n11> H!! rt'spmult·nl s in<I i,·ated <·om para ti vely more involve· 
11\('lll in ( iYic groups (t'.g., 10 impro\'l' lrn·al go,·t·rnnwnt or services) than 

I Lt· ollH"r gl'nt1ps. 

ll'.'/wth,,_,;,'i 2. Adull.'i who J>nrtici/}ated in community service projects in 
hi,!!,h school demonstrate highrr leuels of agreement with program related 
( onu·/J/s than thosr who did 1101. 

1\ . .., imlicatrd in tlw pr<'\·ious questionnaire description, data was 
1::11 IH·1 <·d in wl;11 irn1 to 1 hl' st·t-ornl hypollwsis by asking respondents to 

indicate IIH"il' dl'gH't' of agnTllH'Ill 10 thn·c statements using a Likcrt•type 
"< .ill'. Thl' ;1n11a I responses suggest mixed support for the hypothesis {sec 
"Ldik ~)-

The three groups responded similarly with regard to whether com­
m1111i1y prohkm study cm influenn· students in later lifr. Group B1 
H'"pomlcnls irnlicalt·d rdali\'dy greater agreement with the idt'a that 
~( hoob should hc,·oml' mon· involved in community study. Group A 
1t•-,pondents, ho,\'t·vcr. indicated greater agreement than either of the other 

·r. \Bl .E::? Mean Rt'sponse by Group to Three StatemC'nts Rl'latcd to 1hc C.mH c111 

of Community Servin· Projrctsa 

.~l,tl('lll1"111-. 

( ,1111111111111, ,inch 1,111 1111111,·11•• Llln li,c.., 
-~' lu",I -.h,ndtl hn1111H' 1111111· 111,111\('d 

!II c !lllllllllllil\' -.111dy 

.''H hon], t ;m play ;1 \'ital iok in ..,ol\'ing 
( 01111111111il\' p1ohlt·nh 

I 'I 

'\ 11 

·1.2 

( ~~l~l_l~ ·---

11, JI 

I.ii 

1.11 :l.'.1 

3.(i 3.9 

1wo groups. with rhe idea tha1 schools Gm play a vital role in improdng 
lm·;il communities. 

Data gal'hn<"d in the sample study ,<,,uggcst that 1hc purpo,<,,t'S of 
comHnmity s<'rvin· proj<Tls do carry O\"<'r 10 adulrhood i11 tt'nns of ;1nual 
t'XIH'rit•m·c•i, and, 10 so11w d<"gt'l'C, a11irudt·s. The idt'a 1ha1 llw proj("<"I 
p:1nicipanls were somewh;tt lt·ss optimi...,tic than others about thC' prosprcls 
of the s,·hool's power in communi1y improvrmrnl might be explained by 
1ht· fact that the recomm<'ndations made by students for the city planning­
project were mainly not implemented. The reasons for thi::i were un­
douh1edly complex but probably l'mbcdded in 1lw maze of local poli1i, s. 

While the data <lid generally support 1hc hypotheses, i1 is possiblf' that 
factors other than participation in community service projects may 
account for the dala. The low response rate in the study may have resulted 
frorn sclf-sdC'ction based upon thr form or content of the questionnaire or 
hy thl' likelihood that ("01J1muni1y acti\'is1s are more prcdispo"ied than 
no11ac1ivists to assist in p1oj<'ch of all 1ypes, including- resC'arch. Further• 
111on·. during I lw I hirl y or mol'l' year.\ which clasped hl'l\\'('t'll participation 
and d:11a <ollcclion, the participanls nawrally must ha,·c had a \\"id(' 
,·,11 ic1y of t'XJHTi<·Hn·s. l11\'oh·<·11H·111 in h ighn l'<l t1c;11 ion, work, a11d family, 
social cxpnicnn·s. and other faclors may ha\'c inf111c11n:d the n1nc.·111 
;1cti\'ilil's a11d attitudes of lhcsc adults. Additio1wlly, the fact !hat all were 
placed in academic tracks may han· poi111cd them to,vard certain kinds of 
educational work and work expniencc levels which encouraged participa­
tion in community affairs. It is lhC' control of these kinds of factors which 
pos<'s the grca1cs1 design problem in this type of study. l1 should be noted, 
how<'\'('r, 1ha1 othn studi('s (('.g .. l-l('din and Conrad 1980) ha\'l' found 
similar short-1<'1"111 dfccls for a noss S('ction of :-.tudcnts. Abo, unlike those 
in most community service programs studit'd, the participants in this study 
were not volunteers, since assignment to the particular teacher's classes 
bro11ght automatic invol\'emcnt. Thus, original predisposed attitudes 
1ypically rdatcd 10 Yoluntary sclf-scleclion may not have bn·n factors. 

In ;my event, data gathered in llw sampit' study seem to tT,·olve around 
thrC'e themes. The first theme involves comparison of group data on an 
a11i1udinal basis as npposed 10 an actual or exp('riential basis. On the one 
hand. 1 <':-.pond<'nls \\'ho Wl'l"l' 1101 aC"I 11all \' in,·oh-cd in a <·ommuni ty sn,·icc 
p1 ojl'C"t program l('ndcd lo ,·ii'\\' \11< h prog1ams al lt·;1:-.1 as opl irnistic11ly a .... 
H' .... po11d<"11ls who had ht Tl I i11\·oln·d diH·c 1ly, and, in \OIIH' Cl'i('S, mor<' so. 
()11 1111' 01hn ha11d, H'spo11dt·11h wl10 h;1d hct'11 din', tly inn>ln·d reported 
IIHnt· hcqtw111 i11,1a111 , .. , nf 1hc ki11tl-. nl ~1e111;d ;ulult hdla\·ior.., and 
1·,1,1·1 il'IH c-, whi, h ;111· ;1-;-,o, i;ucd ,,-ith Iii(' :-.11ggc,1cd out< OIIH'!-i of this type 
1d 111(11:1.1111 l·111tlw1111011·. 11111•,r whn h,111 ;lll('IHktl a s<hool that had no 
1 ' 11111111111111 -,1·1 \ it 1·I111 ii<'! I In, '!'.1,1111 11'11dC"d to, npnnd on hol Ii all it wlin;d 
,111d c·\ I w11c1111,d 11c111•, ,11 I he· ·,.111 II' Ind. ;1111I,H<.i-.i1111.11 h ;tr ;i h iglwr 1<-,·1·] 

d1,111 1 npo11dc11h wl 10 h,ul ;111c11dt·d I lw ~t hool ,di j, Ii k11 I -.11, h ;i pl ogi;1111, 

Inn who wc·H· not di rcn ly i11\'ol\'('d. Tlu·s(' d.11;1 1 Ii u-. 1.1 i:-.1· q1w-.1 io11 .... :1hn111 
th<" nature of ou1cot1H'S which can he positt"d \,-i11t I< g;11d tot 0111nH111i1y 

',('!Tic<· progr;un:-.. For example. do such p1 ogr,1111 ... tt'lld 10 ha,·{, a pn-,it in· 
i11flw·1Kern1 ~u 111al .id11l1 ('XJH'I i<·11<.-cs, 1)111 limited i11tl11t·11n·o11 a11it11d(':-.? II 



imltTd 1hcspirit, lm11101 lht' prac1ict', of sud1 programs i."i c·ani(·tl ovn in10 
proxim.ilc s111dt·t1! gl'oups. dc)('S a11it11dinal t·rn·mirag<'lll<'III of adult 
lwha\·irn-. make m11d1 difftTt·nn· in suh'>t'q11c111 life l'Xpni('11c<"s? Also, is 
al Ii 111d i11a I t'IH 0111.1gt·111t·111 r;11 Jin I ha 11 ;u·111al c·x I HTinu t· any mm c· i II fl !It'll• 
1ial 1ha11 nc, t'IH-ot11agt·mc1u al all? 

A scToml 1hnnr in tht' data i1l\'oln·s 1he c011<l'J>I of "T1Nsrr'' or 
tcud<'i1C-it·iri11-si1uario11 (C:0111 19-HJ). This idea s11ggt•sls that as a p('rso11 

g1ows oldn. palHTIIS or behavior an' al ka.sl panially n,11di1io11cd by 
JH«·\·iow, p<'rso11al and sodal cxpnicnn·s t'\'l'tl 1ho11gh tH'\'I' c-0111;1ns and 
1·\T11Ls are' nmfrorncd. Thus. learned pallfrns of social identification tend 
1<1 nm1i11m·alth1>11gh thry may he modified in degree. Theda ta gathcn·d in 
the sample study suggest support for this concrpt at kasl with regard ro 
;1< luill t·xpnienn· paUt'rns in adult life. Again, howt·n·r, st·\·eral qt1l'stio11s 
arise:'!() whal degrel·. if any, does this phcnomC'non differ anoss various 
kinds of nnnmuni1y sen·icc programs? Is lht· later life pattern a function of 
rhe panindar nature of the t'arli<'r prograin cxperirntT? l 1ndcr \\-·hat 
co11ditio11s, if any. do all-itud<" oricnwtions pcrsis1? 

The 1hinl tl11·11t<· in\'oh·t'~: 1hc time lag hetv,T('ll the original program 
pani, ipa1io11 ;111d thl' study of cfflTls. In thl' crsc of Ill<' sample Slll(ly. 1his 
pniod wa-; i11 cxn·~-; of I h ir1y yt'ars. Si 11cc 1he qucslio1111aiff did 1101 n·q1H·~1 

1i111c-rl'bll·d rt'SJHmses. i1 is not known whcdwr reports of l'Xpnit·nn·s 
1d kctl'd lhl'l'lltin· period of adul1hood or somt· segmenl of it, forl'xample, 
a 11·n·111 po11io11. Tints, a question occurs as 10 whl'thn 1lw q11:1111i1y or 
quality of hcha\'lor i11dical0rs are re laird lo sp(·cific time periods following 
p,1rticipation (<'.g., aftcr fivt' yt'ars, 1cn years). Furthrr. one might wondn 
whcthl'r thl' a11i1ude-rdatccl dfcns might vary over time as gent'ral social 
attitudes toward sd10ols and communities \'ary (Yarrow <'I ;:11. 1970). 

·rhese cousidnat ions and the data gathert'd in the sample study suggc-;t 
.sc·n·ral hyJJOtht·scs \\'hich wana11t further investigation: 

(I) Pa1tit-ipa1io11 in community service projc<'t programs promotes 
a 11 i I I ides Iowa rel community J>art ici1>al i,m, h111 the nature of the at Ii t udt·s 
(po~itin' or ncg-aiin·) dq){'nds upon such lac1ors as 1hc nature of lht· 

program and perceived swn·ss of tht' prog1a111. 
(2) The tkgn't' to \\·hich comm1111i1y ~t'I\ i1c 11111):1,111111,111ic·l111111111 

infl w·nc·l''i later lifr t hoin·s and ill I it udc-, is d('1 w111 lt·111 111 ,, >II ii w 11.111111 1 ii 
p;11"1in1br types of such programs. hn 1·,.1111plt-. pto,",1;1111•, nn ,,h 111•· 
s1udt·111s i11 local go\'t'J"JlllH'lll may promolc· dlt-c I'> dill1·w111 11,1111 Iii,·• 
inn)l\"ing physical assistance-to older p1·1~011s. 

(:I) Emphasi"iinschoolprogram-.,,11,11111111111111\ ,,,1,H• .1 11 1 • 11,··1>1 
only. ra1hn 1ha11 1!11011gh ;11111;'1 p:111i, ip.111,111 li,1·, 111111 , Iii. 1 a11 , !,:1 1 

1 hoi, c·s tha1 ;u I 1,11 111,11 , 11rn ,·1 ,1 
(·I) Co11111HJtlll\ •,1·1,111 p11,p, 1111,,. 1, 11 ·l, ,, 111' ·I 

((11\llllllllil\ ,L:O\'t'llllllt'ltl 1·,1111·,t I' 1111, q,.1111 I I l •1111, ii' •'IHj•I 11, iii; 

11,111111· nl \\·liii h i11ll1w1111·.., l.111 1 .1111111dt .it, .. 111 111 p,,11·1111.d • 111 • I ,.j 

t 11 i 11·11-., in loc ;d go\ ('I 111111·1,t. h 11 r·,,111q ,I,·. •,f ll• I, ·111'- 111.1 \ 111 tc Cl\ t • tl1.11 I, 11 ,ii 
p11l11icd ;1cli\il\ i~. in ~01111· c;1-.,1·..,, i11s11l.111·d 110111 .•~1;1-,.., \IHlh c 11111·11 
p:111i1 ip;11io11 nt lw~o11d liH· k1H1\,·lnl1~1· :rnd -,kill ol I itil('IJ'>. 

(:)) Tlw dc•gn·<· to ,vhich stmlrnl.'i involvt'd in a community scrvk(' 
pro_j("fl program pt'rcrivc ii has impan on lh(' local <·omm11ni1y influcnct'~ 
1lw degr<"l' to which lht'y hdiev<' s<·hools in gcnnal can play a role in 
improving Inell <·0111111tt11ilit'"t. For t·xarnpk, if the program is M't·n a~ 
1111.'!ll<<'C'Ssful, participant.'i will kd Lhat schools c;rnnot impan local 
("{UlllllUOities. 

(fi) In addition 10 thost', Lhr three hypo_thrs<'s in tlw exploratory study 
should ht• rurthC'r invesligau·d using a larger sample. 

Methodological Considerations 

The dearth of research along the lines of that discussed here offers little by 
way or guidelines for melhodology. The hypo1heses suggested earlier 
warrant study, and the experiences encountered in 1he sample study may 
offer some guidance. The time lag between Llw actual pr~grarn and follo\\·­
up studies in program-related. lifc-c·hoicc research makes such studies. in 
anthropological terms, etic rather than emic (Krsskr 1971). In other \•vords, 
the H'sean-her must ll<'n'ssarily, by time, he an ouhidr, rathl'r than inside, 
observer or 1he program. Therefore, the program reconstruction or 
verification stage is nucial. For g-athning information about original 
programs, the following sources may be hdpful: 

(I) persons who participatl'd in thC' program as students; 
(2) persons who served as teachers, supcn·isors, or coordinators of the 

program; 
(3) school documents such as class lists, school board minutes, 

program proposals or reviews, school newspapers, and the like; 
(4) published accounts of the program in professional literature 

written by participants, observers, or others who may use program 
accounts to exemplify a curriculum approach: 

(5) local media reports, particularly newspapers: and 
(6) records of public communi1y meetings at which aspects of the 

program may have been considered. 
As mentioned earlier. the type of methodology used in the exploratory 

~r11dy offers lhc ad\'antagc of being applicable ,is time ;md cirn11nsra11cc.s 
wa1 ra111. In gvrwral, I he 111<·1 hod foll~ under tlw n1 hric of qua~iexpcrimcntal 
de·-, i,t!,11 I ( :;1111 plwl I ;111d ·"' ;111 In· I !)li.'I) i 11,1.-, 111 w Ii ;i,, 11 H' It · . ..,<'arc!H'T ( :rn con 11 ol 
liw ti111i11~~-;111d ~;1111plc-d:11,1 < ol lC'c 1io11. hut 111 ii I lit· 1 i1ni11g :md pop11latio11 
1,n llw 1·,1w1 i11w11t ihdf (i11 1!ii.s, .1s1·. 1111' 111 i.~111al ,om11H111ity sen·in_· 
pre 1i1·1 I). A I ,1 1111111· -.I H·, di< lc·,·1·1. 1 I It' f'xplo1 ;1101 y sl 11dy fits the type ,vhich 
< .,111q ,lwl I .111.J .'ii, 111 I, \' I.ti wlc-d "-,1.11 i1 -g1 011 p , , 1111p;11 ison" in which two 
~'.l•H111·, .11,· 111nq•,111cl l,n dlc·1h .,,,,,11111nl 111 lw 11·h11"d 10 ;in t'\t'lll (!lit· 

1111111111111i1\ •,,·11·1, c p111p·, 1) rli,11 011IY rnH' 1~1i111p li:1~ t'"(Jll'rit·rn('(I. \\'hilt' 
I Ill', d, ·,11:11 111ay .d.-,, 1 ,d /11w 1111 t 01111 c d c d i 11..,1 t 111111·111.11 io11 ;11111 Ii 111 i 111~. i I i~ 
\\'1•,ds1·11nl i11 !(Tills of i111t·11i;il Lilidi1, II\ p111lil1·11h i11 ~dt·c 1i{)11 o! 
111111p.1ri~o11 group-. ;111d 1na1111.11ini1 din 1-,. h11 thl'.'>1' 1t·,tso11s, 1n11lh of 
..,,11dil·s u~i11g 1hi-, d('~ig11 111t1~1 lw i111<·tptl'H·d "·id1 c:tt1tio11. p;111i, ubrly 
\\'hl'n' lh<'y an· 10 bl' gc11('r;ili1('d. 



R<'lrosp<·c·ti\'<' studies of 1lw lyp<' rC'portcd hn<' ,·mdd he gr(';11h· 
r11ha11n·d hy <·as<·s wlil'H' the r;1mlo1t11t<'.'iS of nm1p;iriso11 groups i 011ld lw 

a11d1t·n1kall'd and whnt· 111a111ralion df<'<'h nmld h<' c;1rd11lly nmsidncd 
through rnllt-,·t inn of appropria1<•d:11a fr 0111 p:ntidp:lltl• (I iH· rn11,id1•1 :11i111t 
of gmgraphk mobility us,·d in our ,•~plnra1nry ~1111ly ill11str;11,·s 1hi, 

nmn·rn). Anmhl'r kwl of ,·nhann·11w111 i-o11hl ht• llllnhwtl ln l!'nm ol th<" 
data n>l1c·c·1ed from tll<' nos,HWC'tional tksig:n i( thl'y W<'r€' support<'d h~ 
thos<" coll<"l"l<'d in longitudinal :iaudic-s, sinn· the disadv:mtages or <";tl"h 
d<"sign would b<" offset hy the- adv;.uuagcs of the other (Campbell and 
Stanky 1963). Anoth<"I' sourct' which nrc<ls to be considered is th;11 
pertaining to time lag, c·ompresscd time, and other tim<"-related <l<"sign 
issues (Baltes and Goulet 1971; Goulet 197.5 ). The lack of long-term-di,·, 1 

studies, however, prr:sl':Hs the initial prohlrm in rrfiningdrsign featurn. 
1hat is, nw1.hodological nmsidcralions beyond thos<" discussed lwi t· 
app;ircnt ly, 11ws1 awai I f urthl'r studies oft he kind dcscrihl'd in 1his al'I i< le. 
One <"all only imagint· lhl' s1n·ngth such s1ucli<'s in rl'fin<"d form could add 
1101 only to tht· 1hi11king about <UI1111H111ity scr\'icc projects, hut also to liw 
\vidn field of n1nindu111 i11quir\' as w<'II. 

Thi.., ;111idc has t·xplornl hn101fic..,t·s a11d a methodology 1d.11('d lo 1lw 
stmly of adult life cxpni<"ll<"<'S anti a1 I itudcs suhseqm·rll to particip . .11 ion in 
<·011111n111i1y st'rvicc programs. In add ii ion, data gathered in a sample st 1uh 
of this type wen.· reported. Evl'll though a µarticular kind of program 
served as a fol·us, the c·onn•pts presented certainly havr broad impli<'a1 i<)ll" 

for the study or long·tcrm effects or curricular approaches or arrang<"nw11i-.. 
Th<' cyclic nature or curriculum movements suggests tha1 prog1a111 

types may differ over time more in ckgrer than in kind. Further, as 1Tm·wcd 
<'fforis are madt· to employ old curricubr concepts, debates and dainH"d 
outcom<'s arc n·pt•;:ued. In order to construct rational arguments in tfH'..,'" 
situations. lh<"r<' is a rn·cd lo <'xaminc th(' long-tnm dfccts of "t'xhu111nl" 
gennal program types. It is suggesH·<l here that adult life-pattern ~tudin, o! 
graduat<"s may offer a promising dir<'ction for such efforts. 
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