

























































































How did you go about getting the
legislation changed?

It helped to have been active in politi-
cal circles. I've always been on commit-
tees to elect people running for office.
And when you have something so easy
to explain, such as volunteer hours
being considered for matching funds,
there’s no problem in doing it. Of course,
| had to do my research, and check it out
with the experts.

So, when | went to Washington to talk
to members of the House Subcommit-
tee on Communications, | checked in
with Lindy Boggs to let her know what |
was doing. She was most helpful. Her
staff would often make appointments for
me. To contact Congressman Van
Deerlin (D-Calif), who was chairman of
the subcommittee, | flew out to San
Francisco where he was making a
speech to a public radio meeting. | had a
conference with him and asked if he
would support that kind of amendment.
He agreed to say something about it in
his speech, but wouldn't commit himself
to approving it. But he referred to it as
the Dennery Amendment, which was
rather exciting, because usually an
amendment to a bill is named after the
member of Congress who introduces it.

Soon after that | received a phone call
from Congressman Gore, Jr. (D-Tenn.).
He said, “1 don't know if you know I'm a
member of the Subcommittee on Com-
munications, but | would like the honor
of introducing your amendment.”

| went to Lindy Boggs, who had
agreed to introduce the amendment on
the floor of the House. She said, "That’s
the most wonderful thing, because of
course if it can come through as part of
the subcommittee-recommended bill,
it's much better than waiting til the end
when they're ready to vote on it and in-
troduce a last-minute amendment. By
all means | relinquish the honor of pre-
senting it

Then, a staff member of Representa-
tive Gore named Ken Jost called and
asked if I'd be willing to come to Wash-
ington to work with them on back-
ground. By then | had done a lot of re-
search myself.

Did you go to Washington?

Oh, yes. | started by calling on mem-
bers of the House who sat on the sub-
committee. The briefing with Represent-
ative Gore and members of his staff took
about three sessions. When the sub-
committee was in session and some-
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thing was coming up, sometimes | went
every week for three weeks, then it might
be six weeks before | went again. | never
added up how many times | went to
Washington.

I met with every member or staff of
the House subcommitiee individually.
For the Senate, in some cases, | got
some university presidents around the
country to introduce me to their sena-
tors. | thought it was better to come from
their district. | was always careful to let
the district or state people know | was
going to talk to their legislator, although
once | slipped. So people are very nice
to say | did it alone, but of course | didn't
do it alone.

| got to know the staffs of both the
House and Senate committees. They
wouldn't tell me if they would recom-
mend the amendment. Thirty-six hours
before the House subcommittee voted
on the bill, after | had finished my work
that day, | felt | had about a 16 to 7 vote
in favor of the Dennery Amendment. |
was having dinner with a group of
broadcasting people where | learned
that all of a sudden enormous opposi-
tion had appeared from outside the sub-
committee and that all of my support
had disintegrated.

How did this happen?

| think some people knowledgeable in
how the Hill functions waited until the
day before the vote. They based their op-
position on a reason, which to my way
of thinking had no validity because it
was based on false assumptions. They
were concemned that if volunteer ser-
vices were counted for matching funds,
it might decrease the amount of actual
money stations had as income. This was
because more stations would be eligible
to receive federal funds, which could
make the pot smaller for each station.
What they didn’t consider was the po-
tential $20 million in additional match-
ing funds that volunteer services could
have added to the pot in one year. If
perchance more stations were eligible,
there still would be more money.

With so little time left, what did or
could you do?

| was very human. | had been working
on this for over a year. | went back to the
hotel and just dissolved. Then | called
my husband, who had been most sup-
portive of what | was doing. He'd cons-
tantly given me ideas so | could keep
moving forward.

Anyway, he pulled me back together
over the phone. He said, "You just have
to start over again in the morning.” | told
him | only had 24 hours, and he said,
“You can't do any more than you can do.
Pick out the key people. Let's go over
the list”

| thought | ought to call on staff and
the chairman first, then maybe the peo-
ple | knew positively were supportive of
it. Then | thought | ought to check with
Congressman Gore's office to let him
know what I'd heard.

So the next day | walked those halls.
Somehow | arranged to see people.

Obviously, your efforts paid off.

| was in the room when they voted. All
the members of that subcommittee
knew | was looking at them when they
voted. The vote was unanimous. Some
of the staff people were kind enough to
say that it was my last ditch per-
severance that made it unanimous.

What about the Senate? Did you
have to start all over with the mem-
bers of its committee?

I was so exhausted trying to get it
passed in the House, that | thought once
that's finished, I'll turn my attention to
the Senate. However, | didn't realize it
was coming up in committee the next
week. | hadn't even made plans for it to
be introduced. So that's why it was in-
troduced on the fioor of the Senate by
Senator Bennett Johnston (D-La.), in-
stead of by a member of the committee.
And Senator Hollings (D-S.C.), who was
chairman of the Subcommittee on Com-
munications, wouldn't commit himself.
He wanted more information—how
would it be done? Who would be
responsible for it? How would you deter-
mine which volunteer jobs were accep-
table and what value would be attached
to them?

So, on the Senate floor, it was agreed
that the amendment would be referred
to the Corporation for Public Broadcast-
ing, who would do a study and submit it
to the Government Accounting Office .

Was that the end of it?

No, since the Senate bill did not have
the amendment tacked on to it as the
House version did, the bill had to go to
conference. | was there with about 20
other visitors. It passed unanimously
once again, and | just can't describe the
reaction | had. Incredible elation. It had
been a long journey.
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